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LEAD POISONING

IS YOUR HOME LEAD POISONED?


(Davie, Florida) (June)  Lead, a deadly component of paint used quite frequently in homes built before 1972, can commonly be found in the paint used for walls, ceilings and floors, but can also be present in water pipes and the soil as well as modern day manufactured china, children’s toys, and lead crystal.  

Unfortunately for children, the symptoms for lead poisoning usually do not develop until the condition becomes quite serious.  Symptoms can include hyperactivity, insomnia, difficulties with concentration and coordination, and mental or physical development impairment.  This problem is not isolated to children as adults can develop lead poisoning as well.  Adults may experience fatigue, irritability, headache, weight loss, stomachaches or constipation. Sadly, a fetus is the most susceptible to lead poisoning.  Lead stored in the mother’s bones throughout her life is released into the bloodstream during pregnancy and contaminates the developing fetus.


Preventing lead poisoning is easy and checking for its presence is the first step.  Simple-to-use test kits are readily available.  One such test kit, The LEAD ZONE Lead Test Kit, is the only non-toxic lead test kit available for testing surfaces other than water.  It is manufactured by Enzone of Davie, Florida and includes 6 test strips, which, when moistened and pressed against a surface react instantly to various levels of surface lead.  If there are dangerous levels of lead present on a surface, the white strips will turn pink to dark purple.  

The WATER ALERT Test Kit, also available Enzone, includes simple instructions to test for lead in your drinking water.  It will detect as little as 1 parts per billion (ppb).  The E.P.A. allows as much as 15 ppb of lead to be acceptable.  To use the WATER ALERT Test Kit, the homeowner simply sends a sample of their tap water in the non-breakable tube included in the kit to Enzone where it is immediately analyzed by state-of-the-art spectrometer analysis equipment for lead content to as little as 1ppb.  Within two weeks of receipt of the sample, the consumer will receive a professional analysis prepared by the E.P.A. certified laboratory.  

The cost for the LEAD ZONE Lead Test Kit is less than $5.00, while the total cost for the WATER ALERT test kit, with the laboratory test result, is about $15.00.  Both kits are readily available at most major hardware stores and mass merchandisers such as Wal-Mart and Target.
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